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When Martin had at last ended, Lansing of New York and
Dayton of New Jersey moved that the Convention reverse its
former vote and go back to equal votes for the states in the first
branch of the national legislature, as under the Articles of Con-
federation. The debate began again.
Madison patiently, temperately explained that when sovereign
states made treaties binding each other to the performance of
specified duties, and so were entitled to equal votes, it was not
at all the same as when states entered into a "compact by which
an authority was created paramount to the parties, & making laws
for the government of them." In this second case, the different
states had the same right to be represented according to popula-
tion as different counties in a state. Large counties did not com-
bine against small. Neither would large states, merely on account
of their numbers. Any combination would be on the basis of
common interests. The interest of Massachusetts was predomi-
nantly in fish, of Pennsylvania in flour, of Virginia in tobacco.
There was here no reason for conflict. And if causes for it should
arise, the smaller states, neighbors to the large, would be worse
off if the central government were weak than if it were strong
enough to control any state, large as well as small. Wilson said
there was no more reason for small states to have the same vote
as large than for certain obscure old boroughs in England to
have the same vote as large modern cities, or even more votes.
Sherman countered with the argument that a rich man is not
entitled to more votes than a poor man.
The delegates were repeating former arguments, as must so
often be done in the slow course of political agreement,
At this juncture Franklin asked if he might be heard. This
time he himself read his brief speech, in his low, soft, hesitant
voice, addressing his words directly to Washington in the Chair,
almost as if this matter wpre between the two.
*TThe small progress we have made after 4 or 5 weeks close
attendance & continual reasonings with each other—our different
sentiments on almost every question, several of the last produc-
ing as many noes as ays, is methinks a melancholy proof of the
imperfection of the Human Understanding. We indeed seem to
feel our own want of political wisdom, since we have been
running about in search of it. We have gone back to ancient
history for models of government, and examined the different

